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but it seemed obvious that they were also there to monitor our activities,
and perhaps to limit our movements.

During our first week in Tripoli, we achieved some extraordinary
breakthroughs. We obtained from family members audio of Candé’s last
communication by phone from Al Mabani, a desperate voice message to his
brothers requesting help. One of Candé’s cellmates in Al Mabani, an older
Cameroonian man named Tokam Martin Luther, shared with us a journal
in which he had recorded his days, in longhand, with a mix of alarm and
determination. Using records, photographs, and eyewitness testimony, we
were able to establish that the Coast Guard boat that captured Candé and
others on his raft had been refurbished with money from the European
Union. But, in the course of our time in Tripoli, it became increasingly
apparent that the promised trip to Al Mabani was not going to happen. Two
members of our team—Pierre Kattar, a photographer, and Mea Dols de
Jong, a filmmaker—managed to make their way, unattended, to scout the
prison. It had been built on a converted manufacturing site just off a busy
highway in the Ghout al-Shaal area. It didn’t look like a formal jail, but it
was well guarded, and getting close seemed impossible.

One day, early in our stay, our security team proposed a kind of sightseeing
tour. Tripoli, once a prosperous city on the Mediterranean, now had the
look of a washed-up boxer, nicked and scarred. After years of civil war, its
tourist sites were restricted. Near the end of our tour, the security team took
us to a strip of public beach. It was evening, and there were families with
their feet in the water, children playing with water guns, amusement-park
rides. Kattar had brought his drone and decided to test it. He got the drone
into the air and sent it sweeping over Tripoli, as easily as a boy flying a kite.
Our security team seemed more amused than concerned. It felt like a
success: the video was lovely, and we hadn’t been arrested.
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