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U.S. State Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce speaks during her first press briefing at the State Department in Washington, D.C., U.S.,
March 6, 2025. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque/File Photo Purchase Licensing Rights [%

WASHINGTON, April 8 (Reuters) - Talks to resolve the conflict over Western Sahara should take place on
the sole basis of a Moroccan plan that would give the region some autonomy under the North African
kingdom's sovereignty, the Trump administration said on Tuesday.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio set out the U.S. position in a meeting with Moroccan Foreign Minister
Nasser Bourita in Washington, making clear that President Donald Trump's 2020 move to recognize
Moroccan sovereignty over the region remains U.S. policy, State Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce

said in a statement.

The Reuters Tariff Watch newsletter is your daily guide to the latest global trade and tariff news. Sign

up here.

Advertisement - Scroll to continue

@ LG

Pros, get what you
need froma
trusted brand.

4._.;
Choose LG for the latest .
innovations and reliable products.
- 7

AN
v
4




Report This Ad

"The Secretary reaffirmed President Trump's urging for the parties to engage in discussions without delay,
using Morocco's Autonomy Proposal as the only framework, to negotiate a mutually acceptable solution,"
Bruce said.

The long-frozen conflict, dating back to 1975, pits Morocco, which considers the territory as its own,
against the Algeria-backed Polisario front, which seeks an independent state called the Sahrawi Republic

in Western Sahara.

Rubio said on Tuesday a proposal first put forward in 2007 by Morocco was "serious, credible, and
realistic" and "the only basis for a just and lasting solution to the dispute," according to Bruce.
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"The United States continues to believe that genuine autonomy under Moroccan sovereignty is the only

feasible solution," she added.

Trump at the end of his first term in office recognized Moroccan claims to Western Sahara as part of a deal
under which Morocco agreed to normalize its relations with Israel. Trump's successor Joe Biden shunned
making a statement on Trump's move, leaving the U.S. position ambiguous.

The U.S. move to recognize Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara in late 2020 was followed by a

similar decision by France in July last year.

Spain, the former colonial power in Western Sahara, said in 2022 that it backed Morocco's autonomy plan.

A U.N.-led process on the conflict has stalled with Morocco saying autonomy is the only basis for talks,
while Polisario and Algeria insist on a referendum.
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Morocco has also said that no talks are possible without Algeria's participation. Algeria, which has
recognized the self-declared Sahrawi Republic, has refused to take part in roundtables convened by the
U.N. envoy to Western Sahara and insists on holding a referendum with independence as an option.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed Iran's nuclear
program on Tuesday at talks with the visiting Sultan of Oman,
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state news agency TASS quoted a Kremlin official as saying.

Sponsored Content

Charles Schwab

Cost of Waiting to Save for Retirement

WalletJump

Seniors Born 1941-1979
Receive 55 Benefits This
Month if They Ask

Charles Schwab

Today's Markets: What
Investors Should Know
Now

Browse

TradeStation

Leverage TradeStation's platform designed
for self-directed traders.

FinanceBuzz

8 Dumbest Things Smart
People Waste Money On

The Penny Hoarder

9 Everyday Things Smart
Savers Never Waste Their
Money On

Media About Reuters

Russian guided bombs kill
woman in Ukraine's

Zaporizhzhia, governor says
9:35 AM EDT - Updated 7 min ago

Estate Planning Basics With
$IM+

Sponsored by Fisher Investments

World
What is a Roman Catholic

conclave and who takes part?
9:34 AM EDT - Updated 9 min ago

India

Suspected militant attack in
Indian Kashmir kills five
tourists, police source says;

eight hurt
9:27 AM EDT - Updated 16 min ago

Dianomi [>

—

Smart Lifestyle Trends

13 Things The U.S. Plans To Do For Seniors
On SSin 2025

Fisher Investments

Estate Planning Basics
With $1IM+

Smart Lifestyle Trends
Cheapest Way To Get New
Windows if You Own a
Home in South Carolina




Home World Cx Videos About Reuters (7
Authors Business (@ Pictures Advertise with Us O
Topic Sitemap Markets Graphics Careers O
Archive Sustainability ) Podcasts Reuters News Agency O
Article Sitemap Legal Brand Attribution Guidelines O
Breakingviews Reuters and Al O
Technology Reuters Leadership O
Investigations Reuters Fact Check
Sports Reuters Diversity Report O
Science
Stay Informed
Lifestyle
Download the App (i0S)
Download the App (Android)
Newsletters
Information you can trust Follow Us
Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world’s largest
multimedia news provider, reaching billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters @ @ @

provides business, financial, national and international news to professionals via
desktop terminals, the world's media organizations, industry events and directly to
consumers.

LSEG Products

Workspace [} Data Catalogue (% World-Check (3

Access unmatched financial data, news and content in a highly- Browse an unrivalled portfolio of real-time and historical market data Screen for heightened risk individual and entities globally to help

customised workflow experience on desktop, web and mobile. and insights from worldwide sources and experts. uncover hidden risks in business relationships and human networks.
Advertise With Us (7  Advertising Guidelines Purchase Licensing Rights [} Cookies (7 TermsofUse Privacy (7 Digital Accessibility (7 Corrections Site Feedback (%

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays. © 2025 Reuters. All rights reserved

NeS7—AN



