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UN chief vows to do utmost to keep Western Sahara cease-fire

1of 4| FILE - In this photo taken Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013, Western Saharan women confront riot police in Laayoune, the capital of the disputed territory of the Western Sahara.
The Moroccan military has intervened in a UN.-patrolled border zone in the disputed Western Sahara to clear a key road it said was being blockadec Read More
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) — U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres ramped up efforts Friday to try
to get Morocco and pro-independence supporters in disputed Western Sahara to step back from a
renewed flare up of fighting, warning that the clashes could rupture a nearly 30-year cease-fire
and have “grave consequences.”

In recent days, Guterres and other U.N. officials have been working the phones and been involved
in “multiple initiatives to avoid an escalation” -- so far unsuccessfully, U.N. spokesman Stephane



Dujarric said.

But “the secretary-general remains committed to doing his utmost to avoid the collapse of the
cease-fire that has been in place since Sept. 6, 1991 and he is determined to do everything
possible to remove all obstacles to the resumption of the peace process,” Dujarric said.

The Moroccan military launched an operation in the U.N.-patrolled Guerguerat border zone to
clear a key road it said had been blockaded for weeks by supporters of the pro-independence
Polisario Front.
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A Polisario envoy accused the Moroccan military of firing at innocent protesters and said that led
to clashes Friday between Moroccan and Polisario forces. The envoy urged the United Nations to
intervene.

Morocco annexed Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony believed to have considerable
offshore oil deposits and mineral resources, in 1975. The Polisario Front fought for independence
and the U.N. brokered the 1991 cease-fire and established a peacekeeping mission to monitor the
truce and help prepare a referendum on the territory’s future. It has never taken place.

Morocco has proposed wide-ranging autonomy for Western Sahara. But the Polisario Front insists
the local population, which it estimates at 350,000 to 500,000, has the right to a referendum.

Dujarric said the United Nations has been “expressing our concern about the situation in
Guerguerat for quite some time.”
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“We have seen over the last few weeks violations from both sides,” he replied when asked who
was responsible for the latest fighting. “We have condemned, and we condemn all violations of
the cease-fire.”

Dujarric said a special civilian-military team from the U.N. peacekeeping mission, known as
MINURSO, has been on the ground in the Guerguerat area "since the beginning of the crisis, and
we've had military observers there also remain overnight.”

Friday's action came after the Polisario Front reportedly suggested earlier this week it would
reconsider its engagement in the U.N.-led political process on Western Sahara's future,
threatening to withdraw from the cease-fire if any Moroccan civilian or military personnel entered
the buffer zone.

Moroccan forces set up a security cordon overnight in the Guerguerat buffer zone on Western
Sahara's southern border with Mauritania “in order to secure the flow of goods and people
through this axis,” the General Staff of the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces said in a statement
Friday.

It said they intervened because about 60 people supervised by Polisario were blocking a road
connecting Morocco with Mauritania, and called it a “non-offensive operation” that would involve
use of arms “only in the case of self-defense.” The Moroccan Foreign Ministry said the road has
been blocked for more than three weeks.
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The Polisario's ambassador to Algeria, Abdelkader Omar, said Moroccan forces “opened fire on
innocent civilian protesters” and Polisario fighters came to the protesters’ defense, prompting
“intense clashes” Friday.

Speaking on Algerian television network El Bilad, Omar said, “It's the U.N.'s duty to intervene
urgently to stop this aggression against the Sahrawi people.”

Polisario chief Ibrahim Ghali sent an urgent letter to the U.N. secretary general and U.N. Security
Council about the intervention.

The letter to Guterres, obtained by The Associated Press, accused Moroccan forces of launching
“a brutal attack on unarmed Sahrawi civilians who have been demonstrating peacefully in
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Ghali called it "an act of aggression and a flagrant violation of the cease-fire" that the U.N.
Security Council should condemn in the strongest terms.
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He told Guterres the timing of Morocco's action -- on the eve of an “engagement” between the
U.N. chief and the Polisario -- “demonstrates clearly that the action is a premeditated act of
aggression ... to torpedo your efforts to diffuse tensions and de-escalate the situation in
Guerguerat.”

By launching the military operation, Ghali said, Morocco has “seriously undermined” not only the
cease-fire “but also any chances of achieving a peaceful and lasting solution to the decaolonization
guestion of Western Sahara.”

Dujarric, the U.N. spokesman, said he hadn't seen the letter but confirmed the secretary-general
“has been making calls to the different parties, and his people on the ground have been involved.”

Guterres has not had a personal envoy in Western Sahara since former German president Horst
Kohler left the post in May 2019 for health reasons.

Dujarric said the secretary-general shared widespread “frustration” that a successor -- who
requires approval from Morocco, the Polisario and the Security Council -- has not be appointed
after 18 months, stressing that “it's not been for a lack of trying."
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Man dies after heavy weight-training

chain around neck pulls him into MRL...
A man whose large metallic weight-training chain
around his neck pulled him into an MRI machinein ...
AP News
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Judge orders Tennessee to turn off ®
inmate's hea
Ajudge is orderi
row inmate's hea
AP News
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Dementia Has Been Linked Haven Well Within Organic Dementia Starts Subtly -
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Beautiful Apricot Slash Neck Print Chiffon Top
Half Sleeve - S(Fit for EU 38-40, US 6-8, UK/A...
Beautiful Apricot Slash Neck Print Chiffon Top Half
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Quick action by an AP photographer

helped make a memorable shot of Trum...

NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) — Jacquelyn Martin has
been a photojournalist for The Associated Press, ...
AP News
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A pilot made sharp turn to avoid a B-52

bomber over North Dakota, then took to...
A SkyWest pilot made a sharp turn during a flight over
North Dakota to avoid a military plane he said wasin ...
AP News
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Republicans can't stop talking about Joe
Biden. That may be a problem

Republicans can't stop talking about former President
Joe Biden. The GOP-controlled House of ...

The Druze are areligious sect. Here's a
look at their beliefs and history

The Druze, a religious sect with roots in Ismailism,
have faced violence in Syria. Their practices are ...
AP New's
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Swelling. Seniors Are Pain: Try This "Pillow Trick"
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Man pulled into MRI machine after he

walked into an exam room wearing a...

A man was pulled into an MRI machine in New York
after he walked into the room wearing a large chain ...

Why Are Your Legs Still
Swollen? This May Be the

Transgender woman sues Princeton for

'humiliating' removal from track meet

A transgender woman has sued Princeton University,
saying she was removed from a track meet in May du...
AP Newss

: T
Early Signs & Symptoms Of Avoiding cancer-causing
Dementia Seniors Should ingredients? Top 5 USA
Detergents

Missing Link Look Out For

advertisement: Health ins... Learn More

advertisement: healthlifee... Advertizement. Women's _. Learn More




L § y E % |
LS @0 F u S R

Tech company CEO resigns after Photos of 'Good Trouble' protests across

controversy over video captured at... the US, from Chicago to Mar-a-Lago

The move comes a day after the company said that The * Good Trouble Lives On " national day of action
Andy Byron had been placed on leave and the board ... took place around the United States to protest ...
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Off-duty Border Patrol agent shotina lowa attorney general to end lawsuit ®
Manhattan park in apparent botched... against a sheriff nvar hic immiavatinn
AUS. Customs and Border Protection officer has been lowa's attorney?‘ @ CVS caremark
shot in aManhattan park in what authorities say was ... accusing Winnes o, .
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