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Four Stars for Open Blue Cobia

BAP - News

Congratulations to Open Blue Sea Farm Panama S.A., the world’s first company capable of offering four-
star Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) cobia. The company became eligible to offer four-star BAP cobia
upon confirmation that it purchases feed from two BAP-certified feed mills, Biomar Aquacorporation
Products S.A. in Costa Rica and Vitapro S.A. in Peru.

The announcement comes less than seven months after Open Blue announced that its processinc

plant, farm and hatchery had attained BAP certification. The company is the first cobia producer to

apply for and earn BAP certification.

Four-star is the highest designation in the BAP program, signifying that a product originates from a BAP-
certified processing plant, farm, hatchery and feed mill.

Open Blue raises cobia offshore in low-density, fully submerged pens located 8 miles off Panama in the
Caribbean Sea. The open-water, high-current setting provides a natural growing environment for the fish,
reducing the risk of disease and with minimal impact on the surrounding ecosystem. Cobia are native to
the Caribbean.

Open Blue is a pioneer and world leader in raising fish in the open ocean. It is the single largest supplier
of fresh cobia to the U.S. and Europe. Its operations represent the culmination of a decade of cutting-
edge research on deep-ocean aquaculture, in collaboration with the world’s leading scientific
laboratories and universities. The result is a revolution in the way fish are responsibly raised, from egg to
plate.

BAP is the world’s most comprehensive third-party certification program, with standards encompassing
environmental responsibility, social responsibility, food safety, animal health and welfare and
traceability. Through the first three-quarters of 2017, the number of BAP-certified farms, processing
plants, hatcheries and feed mills worldwide totaled 1,737.

About BAP

A division of the Global Aquaculture Alliance, Best Aquaculture Practices is an international certification
program based on achievable, science-based and continuously improved performance standards for the
entire aquaculture supply chain — farms, hatcheries, processing plants and feed mills — that assure
healthful foods produced through environmentally and socially responsible means. BAP certification is
based on independent audits that evaluate compliance with the BAP standards developed by the Global
Aquaculture Alliance.
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BAP - News

GlobeScan Survey Shows Two-
Thirds of Consumers Trust the BAP
Label, Prompting 2026 Consumer
Campaign

An independent survey conducted by GlobeScan in
2025 reveals new consumer insights in key regions
around the globe. New research conducted by
GlobeScan for the Global Seafood Alliance (GSA)
surveyed a minimum of 1,000 consumers in five key
countries: Canada, France, Spain, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. The consumers surveyed were
those who
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BAP - News

GSA, BAP Recognized by FAO for
Sustainable Aquatic Food Systems

Global Seafood Alliance (GSA) and Best Aquaculture
Practices (BAP) have achieved special recognition from
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations, GSA has announced. GSA and BAP
were awarded a certificate at the Global Technical
Recognition Ceremony in Rome on Wednesday, October
15. GSA and BAP were selected for recognition in the
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Strengthening Human Rights
Assurances: Enhanced Social Audits

The Global Seafood Alliance (GSA) is taking another
step forward in strengthening human rights assurances
within its Seafood Processing Standard (SPS).
Beginning November 1, 2025, seafood processing
plants that opt into the Enhanced Social Module (ESM)
will be required to undergo overnight audits if they
operate outside of standard business hours (8 a.m.-5
p-m.). This

BAP - News

Public Comment Sought on BAP
Mollusk Farm Standard Issue 2.0

The Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) Mollusk Farm
Standard Issue 2.0 is now available for public comment,
Global Seafood Alliance (GSA) has announced. The 60-
day public comment period ends on Monday, December
15. Issue 2.0 has been modified from the previous issue
1.2. The changes made include: New links and updated
resources for all additional information
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