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Reasons for the disappearance of sardines from
southern fisheries

Official reveals exciting details about the inventory crisis (C)

June 13, 2024 @
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Dakhla: Mohamed Slimani

The Ministry of National Education reveals that the

decisions to dismiss regional directors were made

.in coordination with the regional academies

The disappearance of small pelagic fish, particularly sardines, from fisheries in the southern regions continues to provoke widespread reactions,

.especlally as these fisheries portend a major crisis that may last for a long time

Based on the data, Abdel Rahim Kejij, the regional director of the National Institute for Fisheries Research in Dakhla, revealed shocking facts
to a number of professionals and elected officials in the field of fisheries during the recent general assembly of the Southern Atlantic Chamber
of Fisheries. He emphasized that the current sardine crisis is a natural consequence of years of significant pressure on the C stock. The
institute discovered that “from 2018 to 2023, there was a decline in fish production, especially sardines, which led to a decline in biomass of

".an estimated 25 percent in the total number of small pelagic fish, and a decline of 41 percent in the sardine stock alone

The regional director added that this decline in sardines is due to two main reasons. The first is related to climate change, which was
exacerbated by the El Nifno phenomenon through the rise in temperature, which led to instability in the biomass of sardines and their absence
from the usual fisheries, in addition to their mass migration to the far south of the Kingdom and in very narrow areas. These climate changes
did not allow for the renewal of natural fish stocks. The second reason, according to the speaker, is related to the increase in fishing pressure,

as there is a large disparity between what was declared and the fishing effort. There are large disparities that have brought the natural hatchery

in stock (C) to a very critical situation, due to the great depletion

The institute's director revealed that the current crisis in the sardine sector is a natural consequence of years of significant depletion, to the
point that exceptional figures were achieved in 2022, with fish production reaching 1,552,000 tons, 89 percent of which was achieved by small
pelagic fisheries, totaling 1,347,000 tons. Within small pelagic fisheries, sardine production reached 989,000 tons, enabling this species to

.achieve a national production rate exceeding 60 percent
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Among the repercussions of this crisis is a letter from a professional organization in Laayoune to the relevant ministry requesting that vessels

operating in the small pelagic fishery be allowed to temporarily rotate access to the Boujdour fishery, with a maximum of 40 vessels at a time.
This is "given the difficult situation that has come to govern their professional activity, due to the fluctuating fish stock situation and the rising
costs of fishing trips in the complete absence of pelagic fish." The letter added that "sailors and other stakeholders in the sector are on edge in
light of the dramatic decline in the fishery, coupled with the accumulation of debts that have become a burden on sailors and vessels operating

".in the port

Based on the data, it is imperative to take urgent and stringent measures to ensure the recovery of the pelagic fishery. These measures include



urgently reducing nshing miensity and reviewing hshing effort. While this may cause reseniment among some investors in marine-related

sectors on land, preserving fish stocks and ensuring their sustainability for future generations remains a top priority
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