ADVERTISEMENT

m = WORLD v US.v POLITICS v SPORTS v ENTERTAINMENT v  BUSINESS v  SCIENCE FACTCHECK ODDITIES v MORE v signin [-5 Q | DONATE

LIVE Israel and Hamas agree to pause inwar  [LiVE! Live updates: Trump administration ~ Aryna Sabalenka  Joan Kennedy dies  Blue Jays beat Yankees

UN chief vows to do utmost to keep
Western Sahara cease-fire
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1of 4| FILE - In this photo taken Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013, Western Saharan women confront riot police in Laayoune, the capital of the disputed territory of the Western Sahara. The
Moroccan military has intervened in a U.N.-patrolled border zone in the disputed Western Sahara to clear a key road it said was being blockaded for weeks by suppor Read More
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Sahara to step back from a renewed flare up of fighting, warning that the clashes could
rupture a nearly 30-year cease-fire and have “grave consequences.”

In recent days, Guterres and other U.N. officials have been working the phones and
been involved in “multiple initiatives to avoid an escalation” -- so far unsuccessfully,
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

But “the secretary-general remains committed to doing his utmost to avoid the
collapse of the cease-fire that has been in place since Sept. 6, 1991 and he is
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A Polisario envoy accused the Moroccan military of firing at innocent protesters and
said that led to clashes Friday between Moroccan and Polisario forces. The envoy urged
the United Nations to intervene.

Morocco annexed Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony believed to have
considerable offshore oil deposits and mineral resources, in 1975. The Polisario Front
fought for independence and the U.N. brokered the 1991 cease-fire and established a
peacekeeping mission to monitor the truce and help prepare a referendum on the
territory’s future. It has never taken place.

Morocco has proposed wide-ranging autonomy for Western Sahara. But the Polisario
Front insists the local population, which it estimates at 350,000 to 500,000, has the
right to a referendum.

Dujarric said the United Nations has been “expressing our concern about the situation
in Guerguerat for quite some time.”

“We have seen over the last few weeks violations from both sides,” he replied when
asked who was responsible for the latest fighting. “We have condemned, and we
condemn all violations of the cease-fire.”

Dujarric said a special civilian-military team from the U.N. peacekeeping mission,
known as MINURSO, has been on the ground in the Guerguerat area “since the
beginning of the crisis, and we've had military observers there also remain overnight.”

Friday’s action came after the Polisario Front reportedly suggested earlier this week it
would reconsider its engagement in the U.N.-led political process on Western Sahara’s
future, threatening to withdraw from the cease-fire if any Moroccan civilian or military
personnel entered the buffer zone.

Moroccan forces set up a security cordon overnight in the Guerguerat buffer zone on
Western Sahara’s southern border with Mauritania “in order to secure the flow of goods
and people through this axis,” the General Staff of the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces
said in a statement Friday.

It said they intervened because about 60 people supervised by Polisario were blocking
aroad connecting Morocco with Mauritania, and called it a “non-offensive operation”
that would involve use of arms “only in the case of self-defense.” The Moroccan Foreign
Ministry said the road has been blocked for more than three weeks.

The Polisario’'s ambassador to Algeria, Abdelkader Omar, said Moroccan forces “opened
fire on innocent civilian protesters” and Polisario fighters came to the protesters’
defense, prompting “intense clashes” Friday.

Speaking on Algerian television network El Bilad, Omar said, “It's the U.N.'s duty to
intervene urgently to stop this aggression against the Sahrawi people.”

Polisario chief Ibrahim Ghali sent an urgent letter to the U.N. secretary general and U.N.
Security Council about the intervention.

The letter to Guterres, obtained by The Associated Press, accused Moroccan forces of
launching “a brutal attack on unarmed Sahrawi civilians who have been demonstrating
peacefully in Guerguerat.”

Ghali called it “an act of aggression and a flagrant violation of the cease-fire” that the
U.N. Security Council should condemn in the strongest terms.

He told Guterres the timing of Morocco's action -- on the eve of an “engagement”
between the U.N. chief and the Polisario -- “demonstrates clearly that the actionis a
premeditated act of aggression ... to torpedo your efforts to diffuse tensions and de-
escalate the situation in Guerguerat.”

By launching the military operation, Ghali said, Morocco has “seriously undermined”
not only the cease-fire “but also any chances of achieving a peaceful and lasting
solution to the decolonization question of Western Sahara.”

Dujarric, the U.N. spokesman, said he hadn't seen the letter but confirmed the
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ground have been involved.”

Guterres has not had a personal envoy in Western Sahara since former German
president Horst Kohler left the post in May 2019 for health reasons.

Dujarric said the secretary-general shared widespread “frustration” that a successor --
who requires approval from Morocco, the Polisario and the Security Council -- has not
be appointed after 18 months, stressing that “it's not been for a lack of trying.”

E

AP ASSOCIATED PRESS

——— apnews.com
Texas appeals court again pauses AP photos show Rubio's urgent note to
execution of Robert Roberson in shaken... Trump before announcement of Mideas...
Texas' top criminal court has again paused the Secretary of State Marco Rubio passed President
execution of Robert Roberson, just days before he ha... Donald Trump a note during a White House event, ...
AP News AP News

Residents in South Carolina Flight Attendant Reveals Flight Attendant Reveals
With Credit Card Debt Could  How Seniors Can Fly How Seniors Can Fly
Be in for a Big Surprise Business Class For The Pric...  Business Class For the Pric...

Advertisement: WeeklyFi.. (Learn More Advertisement: Online Shopping Tools Advertisement: Online Shopping Tools




South Carolina: Big Changes Near Greenville Leaves Drivers Fuming
Most Greenville Drivers Somehow Missed This Important Notice

Sponsored

South Carolina Residents Jeff Bezos Says the 1-Hour Amazon's Worst Nightmare:

With Credit Card Debt Could  Rule Makes Him Smarter. | Shoppers Are Canceling
Be In For Loan-Free Relief Gave It A Go. Prime For This Clever Hack

' TN

< 5 S d0 o -
Residents In South Carolina With Credit Card  The 9 Books Elon Musk Reads Again and Again
Debt Could Be In For A Big Surprise When he’s not building rockets, boring tunnels
There's a way to pay off credit card debt without beneath Los Angeles, or sending cars into space, Elo...
getting a loan. See if you are eligible for the program.  Advertisement: Blinkist: Elon Musk's Reading List

¥y - - ==
Neuropathy is not fromLow  This Crimson Tide Whisky Everyone's Talking About
Vitamin B. Meet the Real Bottle Is Being Snapped upin  This Crimson Tide Whisky

Enemy of Neuropathy (Sto...  Greenville Bottle

ivertamon. s F——

Advertisement: FootRenew

Vi
Supreme Court rebuffs push to revive Trump was nominated for the Nobel
Missouri law barring police from... Peace Prize before. Experts say he's...

The Supreme Court is refusing to revive a U.S. President Donald Trump's bid to win the Nobel
controversial Missouri gun law that bans police from ... Peace Prize has drawn added attention to the annual...
AP News AP News

N ;2
Nobel Scientists: After 60, Princess Diana and Prince This One Habit Breaks Vets’
This Causes Fatigue And Charles Unseen Wedding Hearts (Most Cat Parents
Cold Hands Photos Don’t Realize)

Advertisement: OxyNaturals ( Read More Advertisement: Harper's Bazaar Advertisement: Dr. Marty Learn More

\ =

The top photos of the day by AP's




photojournalists
From front-page news to powerful moments you may
have missed, this gallery showcases today’s top ...

paragliding crash was due to human...
An investigation has found that extreme athlete Felix
Baumgartner’s death in a paragliding crash was ...

AP News AP News

Nobel Scientists: This
Causes Fatigue After Age 60  Card Debt? This Forbes-

Advertisement: OxyNaturals Reviewed Tool May Help
Advertisement: Forbes

Owe Over $10K in Credit

Edema Is Not From Salty
Food. Meet the Real Enemy
of Swollen Legs

Advertisement: FootRenew

N
55

US opens Tesla probe after more crashes
involving its so-called full self-driving...
Federal auto safety regulators have opened yet
another investigation into Tesla's so-called full-self ...
AP News

Gifts for This 2025

Advertisement: Dr. Marty

*1 .‘. =
S 3000030 |
Here Are 29 of the Coolest Cesar Millan Reveals What The Hottest Garage Upgrade
Honey Does to Your Aging in South Carolina? This 1-

Trump says Canadians will travel to the
US again after a trade deal is worked out
President Donald Trump predicts that Canadians will
travel to the United States once again after a trade ...
AP News

Day Floor Coating

Advertisement: Garage Fl... Learn More

Wil Sparta winthe war?




