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Today, the Commission has adopted its proposal for the 2024 fishing opportunities for
the Baltic Sea in response to a scientific assessment that indicates several fisheries are
in a dire situation.

The Commission proposed today the total allowable catches (TACs) and quotas for three
out of the ten stocks managed in the Baltic Sea. The remaining quota proposals will be
established at a later stage. The Commission proposes to increase fishing opportunities
for salmon in the Gulf of Finland by 7%, while proposing to decrease fishing of salmon in
the main basin by 15%, and to decrease herring catches in the Gulf of Riga by 20%.

As for the other stocks in the Baltic (western cod, eastern cod, western herring, Bothnian
herring, central herring, sprat and plaice), the Commission has requested additional
information from the International Council on the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) to take
better account of the fact that cod is caught together with flatfish, and herring together with
sprat.

Scientists estimate that the size of the central Baltic herring stock has been around or
below minimum levels since the early 1990s. The stock size of Bothnian herring fell
below healthy levels due to the lower number of young fish and the smaller size of older
fish. The Commission therefore proposes to close the targeted fisheries for both stocks,
and to maintain the closure for the targeted fisheries on cod stocks, western herring and
salmon in most of the main basin.

The Commission will propose setting by-catch TACs for western cod, eastern cod,
western herring, Bothnian herring and central herring on the basis of additional information
expected in autumn. This proposal will allow vessels to land the unavoidable catches of
each of these weak stocks when fishing for example for plaice or sprat.

The proposed TACs are based on the best available scientific advice from ICES and follow
the Baltic multiannual management plan adopted in 2016 by the European Parliament and
the Council. A detailed table is available below.

Cod

For eastern Baltic cod, the Commission intends to keep a catch limit for unavoidable by-
catches and all the accompanying measures decided in. Additionally, the Commission
suggests removing the exemption from the spawning closure for certain herring fisheries.
Despite the measures taken since 2019, when scientists first warned about the poor
status of cod, the situation has not yet improved.

The condition of western Baltic cod is weak, and the biomass was at its lowest levels in
2022. This is probably due to a significant natural mortality, which scientists are not yet
able to fully understand. The Commission therefore proposes to maintain the TAC limited
to unavoidable by-catches and all the accompanying measures from 2023, but to remove
recreational fisheries and the exemption from the spawning closure for certain herring
fisheries.

Herring

The stock size of western Baltic herring remains below healthy levels. The Commission
proposes to maintain the TAC limited to unavoidable by-catches and to remove the
exemption for small-scale coastal fisheries.

For herring in the Gulf of Bothnia, the Commission also proposes to close the targeted
fisheries and to set a TAC limited to unavoidable by-catches. The scientific assessment
states that the likelihood of the stock size falling below the minimum level would be above
5% even if there were no catches.

The stock size of central Baltic herring fell below the minimum levels. The Commission
therefore proposes to close the targeted fishery and to limit the TAC to unavoidable by-
catches. Consequently, unlike before, the catches of central Baltic herring in the Gulf of



Riga should no longer be included in the fishing opportunities for herring in the Gulf of
Riga. The resulting scientific catch advice suggests a decrease of 23%, but the
Commission proposes to limit the decrease to 20%, as the stock is healthy.

Plaice

While scientific advice would allow for a considerable increase, the Commission remains
cautious, mainly to protect cod — which is an unavoidable by-catch when fishing for plaice.
At the same time, new measures to reduce cod by-catches through alternative fishing
gear will be implemented soon. The Commission therefore requested additional
information from ICES before proposing a TAC.

Sprat

Scientific advice for sprat recommends a small decrease in catches. However, sprat is
caught together with herring — especially central herring — whose biomass is below
minimum levels. Therefore, the level of catches needs to take this factor into
consideration. The Commission also requested additional information from ICES before
proposing a TAC.

Salmon

The status of the different river salmon populations in the main basin varies considerably,
with some remaining weak and others healthy. To achieve healthy levels, ICES advised
two years ago the closure of all salmon fisheries in the main basin. At the same time,
ICES assessed it would be possible to maintain certain fisheries during the summer in the
coastal waters of the Gulf of Bothnia and the Aland Sea. ICES maintained the principle of
its advice but limited the geographical area to the Bothnian Bay and decreased the related
catch level. The Commission therefore proposes adjusting the fishing opportunities and
the accompanying rules accordingly.

Next steps

Based on these proposals, EU countries will take a final decision to determine the
maximum quantities of the most important commercial fish species that can be caught in
the Baltic Sea basin. The Council will examine the Commission's proposal in view of
adopting it during a Ministerial meeting on 23-24 October.

Background

The fishing opportunities proposal is part of the European Union's approach to adjust the
levels of fishing to long-term sustainability targets, called maximum sustainable yield
(MSY), as agreed by the Council and the European Parliament in the Common Fisheries
Policy. The Commission's proposal is also in line with the policy intentions expressed in
the Commission's Communication “Sustainable fishing in the EU: state of play and
orientations for 2024" and with the Multiannual Plan for the management of cod, herring
and sprat in the Baltic Sea.

The current situation is difficult for fishermen and women as formerly important
commercial stocks (western and eastern cod; western, central and Bothnian herring; and
salmon in the southern Baltic Sea and rivers) are also under additional pressures, notably
from habitat loss due to a degradation of the environment both in inland waters as well
as in the Baltic Sea itself. To help fishermen and women in the Baltic Sea, Member States
and coastal regions can use the European Social Fund Plus to implement measures for
lifelong learning and skills development.

The Baltic Sea is the most polluted sea in Europe. It is affected by biodiversity loss,
climate change, eutrophication, overfishing, and elevated levels of contaminants such as
pharmaceuticals and litter. Concerned about this situation, the European Commission is
organising the second edition of the Our Baltic Conference in Palanga, Lithuania, on 29
September 2023. This high-level event will bring together Ministers from the eight EU
countries surrounding the Baltic Sea (Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Finland and Sweden).

For more information
Proposal fishing opportunities Baltic Sea 2024

Questions & Answers on Fishing Opportunities in the Baltic Sea in 2024

Table: Overview of TAC changes 2023-2024 (figures in tones except for salmon,
which is in number of pieces)

2023 2024

Stock and Council agreement (in Commission proposal
ICES fishing zone; [tonnes & % change from (in tonnes & % change from
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“ | am increasingly worried about the effects of the Baltic Sea
ecosystem’s degradation on fish stocks and the multiple food
chains that depend on them. The urgency of taking action to
address these changes is becoming more evident every year.
Fishers are the first to face the consequences, despite our
joint efforts to rebuild the Baltic fish stocks. We must all take
action so that local fishers can again rely on healthy fish
stocks for their livelihoods. EU environmental legislation
needs to be fully implemented if we want to turn around the
current situation of the Baltic. For this reason, | have invited
all Environment and Fisheries Ministers of the EU Baltic Sea
countries to the “Our Baltic” conference on 29 September in
Palanga, Lithuania. ”

Virginijus Sinkevi¢ius, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and
Fisheries

Related topics

Maritime affairs and fisheries

Print friendly pdf

@ Fishing opportunities for 2024 in the Baltic Sea

English
(54.87 KB - PDF)

Download¥

Contacts for media



Adalbert JAHNZ

Spokesperson
Phone +32 22953156
Mail adalbert.jahnz@ec.europa.eu ©

Maélys DREUX

Press Officer

Phone

Mail

+32 2 29 54673

maelys.dreux@ec.europa.eu @

If you do not work for a media organisation, you are welcome to contact the EU through Europe Direct in
writing or by calling 00 80067 89 10 11.

Press corner
This site is managed by the Directorate-General
for Communication

= European |
== Commission

Share this page:

X X @ Facebook [ Linkedin  E-mail

Contact Us

Spokespersons' Service
Press contacts in EU countries

Europe Direct

Follow us on

© Facebook X X [ Linkedin
Instagram @ Youtube @ Mastodon
Subscribe to news alerts

Contact the European Commission

Follow the European Commission on social
media

Resources for partners

Report an IT vulnerability

1P/23/4287

About Us

Directorate-General for Communication

Accessibility

Related sites

European Commission
The Commissioners
Audiovisual services

European Union

Languages on our websites
Cookies
Privacy policy

Legal notice




